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The official newsletter of the Mississippi Mudds April 2022
The Mississippi Mudds Mission Statement: To provide a safe, accepting and
inclusive environment for all people to explore and participate in theatrical
endeavours while providing quality entertainment within our community.

From the Desk of the President - Sandra
Dunlop

dipping into sets, tech, posters and photos to
tell our story and promote our future.

Well, the weather is getting nicer and things are
starting to happen. Pre-production plans are
now underway for the fall show “Elf”. Also, look
out for some breaking news regarding a Youth
production!! Thanks to all the donations and
fundraising we will be able to continue to offer
bursaries to both CPHS and NDHS.

Then on Saturday June 4th do come to the
Museum for the Royal Platinum Jubilee
Garden Party! The Historical Society and the
Heritage Museum are inviting you to dress in
in your most royal outfit bring a picnic lunch
and join in the festivities. Tea and cake will
be served! It promises to be a colourful event
with all kinds of entertainment.

The date (June 25th) has been set for the
Annual General Meeting. We haven’t yet
decided to have it in person or virtually. We will
let you know next month.
We will also be going back to selling Nevada
tickets at Giant Tiger as soon as a lottery
license is obtained and tickets ordered.
The next board meeting will be held on May
18th. Don’t forget anyone can submit items to be
put on the agenda.
Spotlight on the MUDDS: May 21st to
September 3rd - Judith Scott for the 50th
Season Planning Committee, chaired by Laurel
Tye.
Planning is udnerway for this coming summer.
Mark your calendar to visit the Carleton Place
Heritage Museum where Curator Jennifer Irwin
and our own Molly Cooney will welcome you to
a special exhibit to mark the start of our 50th
Season! During the month of May, Molly and
our Katie Irvine will be working hard to help
Jennifer select costumes, props and artifacts of
all kinds for this exciting display. We will be

And to make it even more fun for us Mudds,
we were invited to attend in costume. We
decided to mine our costume stores to
present some historic and fictional royals.
We’ve managed to draft 10 actors into our
mini troupe. You won’t want to miss our
beloved Mother Mudd Jan Ferguson in her
honorary role of Queen Elizabeth 2nd. She
may be haunted by the ghost of Queen
Elizabeth 1st as well as Anne Boleyn and
Catherine Howard, two of Henry 8ths
doomed queens. Wandering the garden you
may catch sight of King Agnar, Queen Iduna
and Princess Elsa visiting from Arendelle.
The Queen of Hearts is also rumoured to be
travelling from Wonderland with two of her
trusty Guards. Cries of “Off with their heads”
may strike fear into poor Ann and Catherine.
Check for details:
http://www.cpbheritagemuseum.com/events.
html
If you would like to volunteer to help promote
the Mudds at other events over the summer
please contact gjudithscott@gmail.com

The logo for the 50th celebration was designed
by Kris and Rob Riendeau

time directors to engage an experienced
mentor or engage a co-director.
We used to ask for proposals by May of each
season; a few years back we changed the
policy so that anyone considering a show can
send their proposal to the show development
officer at any time of the year.
If you are interested to delve deeper or have
an idea, please reach out to me at
kazli63@gmail.com and I will be more than
happy to give you any help or answer any
questions you might have – please put me to
work – it’s what I’m here for.
Elf The Musical - Auditions Coming Soon!
- Stephanie Stephens, Co-producer

REMINDER: Mudds Shows – We Want Your
Proposals - Karen Lapointe, Show
Development Officer
As you know, theatrical shows are the top
function of our organization; whether it be a
family show, full musical production, youth
musical or play, murder mystery or an edgy,
dark tale suitable for our Underground branch;
whatever we decide to put on is a hit with our
audiences who come from all over Ottawa, the
Valley and beyond; they have missed us and
we sure have missed performing for them since
the lockdowns began in 2020.
We are heading into clearer, calmer waters as
this year progresses, so now is the time we are
looking for people who have an idea for a show.
It does not matter if you do not want to direct it;
all you need is a director already on board. It
does not matter if there is no singing in it and it
does not matter if you do not know where to
start – that’s what I’m here for. What does
matter is we have shows to put on for our
audiences and we are overjoyed that we do
have a few shows already lined up for our
up-coming season, but we need more.
Proposals must, at a minimum, include both a
director and a producer. Production teams for
musicals should also include a music director.
To ensure familiarity and compliance with the
MUDDS’ production processes, we require first

Elf The Musical is The Mississippi Mudds’
holiday family show, set to come to the stage
November 25th – December 3rd, 2022.
Originally a Broadway show based on the
beloved Christmas movie, Elf The Musical
retells the story of Buddy the Elf as he leaves
the North Pole and finds himself in New York
City, looking for his real dad.
Walter is his dad, a grumpy publishing exec
who has lost the Christmas spirit. Buddy’s
holiday cheer brings Walter, his wife Emily,
and his son Michael together just in time to
save Santa.
This play is an all-ages family production,
and there are parts for our Mudds Youth as
well! We are looking to cast Santa’s real
elves (many with speaking parts), Michael,
and the spoiled brat who gives the store
Santa a hard time!
As for our grown-up actors, we will need a
real Santa, and a chorus of fake Santas, plus
security guards, policemen, shoppers, Mrs.
Clause, Walter’s secretary and employees.
We will need Macy’s employees, store elves,
and customers, as well as Jovie, Buddy’s
love interest. Ensemble will also become
busy New York residents.
Our auditions are on Saturday, June 18th.
There will be a short choreography session at
the beginning of the day, and auditions will
be scheduled in ten-minute intervals. If you
are interested in auditioning for Elf The

Musical, please contact co-producer Cheri
Swackhammer Martin at
bcmartin1997@gmail.com Please put ‘Elf
Audition’ in the subject line.
Please see poster later in this edition.

Looking for Help with 'Mudds in Your Eye' Stephanie Stephens
Mudds in Your Eye is a series which profiles
members of the Mississippi Mudds and
published monthly in the Muddprints newsletter.
To get some fresh perspective and new ideas, it
would be wonderful to have some volunteers
help with conducting the interviews and coming
up with new questions. If you are interested in
helping with the feature, please contact
Stephanie at secretary@mississippimudds.ca
Mudds Youth welcome (and volunteer hours
can be given)!

REMINDER: Proposals for a Youth Camp in
2023 - Cheri Swackhammer, Youth Liaison
As we move forward from Covid 19, we would
like to offer more opportunities to build interest,
talent and confidence in the youth in our
community. The Mississippi MUDDs is looking
for proposals to run youth summer camps to be
held in the summer of 2023. Initially the
proposal should include age range, staff
required, length of camp, focus and skills to be
developed, plus a proposed budget. For more
information please contact Sandra Dunlop
pcbear@rogers.com

From the Editor - Sandra Dunlop, Editor
Please - if you have a change in any of your
information (address, telephone number and
especially email address) please make sure
that you get that information to Sandra
Dunlop at 613-599-7221 or
pcbear@rogers.com. This will make sure
that you continue to receive the Mudds
newsletter and any other pertinent
information that is sent out.
Know that I welcome articles monthly, be it
from members, former members and people
involved in current productions. The deadline
for the next edition of Muddprints is May 20, I
would love to hear from you. It doesn’t have
to be long, just of interest to Mudds members
and fans.

Mudds in Your Eye #22 April 2022 (coordinated by Stephanie Stephens)

Here is another in the series which profiles members of the Mississippi Mudds, written
especially for the readers of the Muddprints!
This month the spotlight is on Tony Scott. Tony has written and directed some wonderful
home-grown plays for The Mississippi Mudds, including the murder mystery ‘A Comi-cal
Murder’ and several pantos: ‘Robin Hood’, ‘Phantom of Parliament Hill’, ‘Sleeping Beauty’,
and ‘The Secret War of Mother Goose’. He was also the mastermind behind the musical
revue, ‘Christmas Love Train’. As well, Tony was a compelling actor when he was on stage,
with a great singing voice – adding the bass to the SATB. Now that he has retired from
directing for the Mudds, he builds beautiful homemade canoes in his garage. Like his
beautiful wife, Judith, Tony is a person of many talents.
1.

When and how did your love of the theatre start?
Probably when I was about six. My parents took me to the Portsmouth Hippodrome (England)
to see Mother Goose. I still remember the chorus of geese dancing in front of the curtain.
Beautiful.

2.

How long have you been a part of The Mississippi Mudds?
Since 1986 I think. Judith had joined earlier as an outlet for her
singing and persuaded me to help out backstage. Since then
Judith and I have shared the Mudds as our creative outlet.

3.

What is your favourite memory of being a part of the
Mudds?
The friends I made along the way. Jan, Jim, Pat and Joel, Bette,
Louise and David from the early days and so many more since.

4.

Tell us a story about the funniest thing that happened
during a show you were part of.
Trouble is, I get cross when things go wrong. Character flaw.
However, I do remember Pat Black in Dick Whittington hiding a
very large and smelly fish down her pants to produce when
Dick’s boss asked for a set of scales. Brought the house down.

5.

What is your inspiration when you write plays?
Connecting to the audience. As I write, I try to see the developing scene from the stalls or the
table for dinner theatre and try to forecast the reaction. Sometimes my own emotions get in
the way, and I have to go back to basics.

6.

What is your favourite one you've written? What is it about?
The Secret War of Mother Goose. It was a family entertainment in the English Panto tradition.
Set in 1813 during the American invasion, in a fun way it describes how Laura Secord with
the help of a goose warned the Canucks of an attack. The upshot was an on-stage hockey
game with the invaders which of course they lost and so had to retreat back to the US. Lots of
comedy and songs in that one.

7.

What is your advice for potential playwrights?
Goodness. I suppose it is don’t be afraid. Don’t be afraid to rewrite many times. Don’t be
afraid to throw something out if it doesn’t work on stage. Don’t be afraid of feedback. Don’t be
afraid of setbacks.

8.

What is something you look for when casting parts for a play?
Oh, so many things, depending on the roles. For example, when casting chorus I look for
ability to hold a tune, to move easily about the stage, to respond to directions.

9.

Do you have advice to get rid of the pre-show jitters?
This is very dependent on the person. Some like to review the script or do lines. Others do
breathing exercises or sing a song. I always found it helped to do some warm-up exercises,
like push-ups and climbing stairs.

10.

What do you hope to see for the next 50 years of the Mudds?
Well, I don’t expect to be around that long to see, but I would hope that despite future
advances in digital entertainment that the Mudds will continue to bring the magic of live
theatre to old and young. Our own theatre would be nice, too.
*************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

HAPPY BIRTHDAY wishes go to members past and present who are celebrating their birthdays
between April 23 and May 22.
Kayla Mills
Amber Hall
Cameron Hunter
Colleen Taylor-Meyer
Sophie & Emma Hans
Mary Lou Carroll
Deanna Schutz
Lisa Sonnenburg
Jessa Jones
Andrew Hunter
Keegan Carr
Noah Emberg
Danette Hanneman
Gillian Wynn-Lawson
Kara Parisien
Leigh Gibson
Bethany Olszewski
David Andrew
Karen Lapointe
Camryn Livesey
Angele Girouard
Lilian Gray
Amy Scott
Joanne Samler
Jon Lockhart
Kali Latham

Apr-24
Apr-27
Apr-26
Apr-29
Apr-30
May-01
May-01
May-02
May-06
May-09
May-09
May-10
May-10
May-15
May-17
May-17
May-17
May-18
May-19
May-20
May-21
May-21
May-21
May-22
May-22
May-22

Watch this space for more birthday celebrations next month :-) Karen Lapointe, Membership
*************************************************************************
Calendar - 2022/2023
Saturday, June 4
Saturday, June 18
Saturday, June 25

Museum Garden Party
Auditions for Elf
Annual General Meeting

*************************************************************************
The next issue of Muddprints will be published on May 22. The deadline for articles is
May 20.
If you wish to be removed from the Muddprints mailing list please send an email to
pcbear@rogers.com - please make sure you give me your full name in the email.
*************************************************************************

